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Background 
The Commission adopted on 16 January 2018 its Strategy for Plastics[1], a major deliverable of the Circular 
Economy Action Plan announced in December 2015.  

It is designed to address the challenges posed by plastics throughout the value chain, taking into account the 
entire life cycle, and aims to contribute to a new plastics economy.  

A major component deals with curbing plastic pollution, in particular in the oceans, which makes this Strategy 
directly relevant for our work on marine litter and microplastics. A list of actions more directly relevant for 
marine litter has been prepared (on the basis of the annexes of the Strategy) and is annexed to this note. 

In particular: 

- An impact assessment of options aiming to reduce marine litter from single single-use plastic 
items and lost or abandoned fishing gear is being finalised, with a view to preparing a possible 
Commission proposal in May 2018 

- Concerning the microplastics intentionally added in products (such as cosmetics) the 
Commission has asked the European Chemicals Agency to prepare a dossier for a REACH 
restriction; ECHA has launched a call for information[2] 

- The study on microplastics not intentionally used but emitted from products during their life 
cycle (carried out by EUNOMIA, for the Commission has been finalised[3]. 

The Commission has also adopted its proposal for amending Directive 2000/59/EC on Port Reception 
Facilities[4] (PRF), with special focus on the delivery of solid waste to PRF; it proposes to include fishing vessels 
and recreational craft in the indirect fee system and, through a mix of incentive and enforcement measures, 
it aims to improve port reception facilities for receiving and handling this waste and to increase the quantities 
delivered to PRF. 

  

                                                           
[1] http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/plastics-strategy.pdf  

For more information please see - http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-5_en.htm    
[2] https://echa.europa.eu/-/call-for-evidence-on-possible-restriction-of-microplastics 
[3] http://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/good-environmental-status/descriptor-10/pdf/microplastics_final_report_v5_full.pdf  
[4] https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/legislation/com2018-0033-port-reception-facilities_en.pdf 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/pdf/plastics-strategy.pdf
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-5_en.htm
https://echa.europa.eu/-/call-for-evidence-on-possible-restriction-of-microplastics
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/marine/good-environmental-status/descriptor-10/pdf/microplastics_final_report_v5_full.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/legislation/com2018-0033-port-reception-facilities_en.pdf
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Further to the Strategy for Plastics, the EU is about to finalise an amendment of its waste management 
legislation, particularly relevant for marine litter, in as much as it requires its Member States to take measures 
which shall  

- aim to halt the generation of marine litter 
- identify products that are the main sources of littering, notably in the natural and marine 

environments 
- integrate litter prevention in their waste management plans, conforming to the 

requirements of EU marine and water environment legislation 
- ensure clean-up of litter, including marine litter. 

It seems advisable to examine in a systematic and structured way how to optimize the parallel 
implementation of both HELCOM and EU actions on marine litter. 

 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information. 
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ANNEX I 

List of measures of the EU Strategy for plastics most relevant for marine litter 

Measures Timeline 
Curbing plastic waste and littering 
Actions to reduce single-use plastics: 

− analytical work, including the launch of a public consultation, to determine the scope 
of a legislative initiative on single-use plastics 

 
ongoing 

Actions to tackle sea-based sources of marine litter: 
− adoption of a legislative proposal on port reception facilities for the delivery of waste 

from ships 
− development of measures to reduce loss or abandonment at sea of fishing gear (e.g. 

including recycling targets, EPR schemes, recycling funds or deposit schemes) 
− development of measures to limit plastic loss from aquaculture (e.g. possible Best 

Available Techniques Reference Document)  

 
Q1 2018 
 
2018 onwards 

Actions to monitor and curb marine litter more effectively: 
− improved monitoring and mapping of marine litter, including microplastics, on the 

basis of EU harmonised methods 
− support to Member States on the implementation of their programmes of measures 

on marine litter under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive, including the link 
with their waste/litter management plans under the Waste Framework Directive 

 
2018 onwards 
 
 
 
 

Actions to curb microplastics pollution: 
− start the process to restrict the intentional addition of microplastics to products via 

REACH  
− examination of policy options for reducing unintentional release of microplastics 

from tyres, textiles and paint (e.g.  including minimum requirements for tyre design 
(tyre abrasion and durability if appropriate) and/or information requirement 
(including labelling if appropriate), methods to assess microplastic losses from 
textiles and tyres, combined with information (including possibly labelling)/minimum 
requirements, targeted research and development funding) 

− development of measures to reduce plastic pellet spillage (e.g. certification scheme 
along the plastic supply chain and/or Best Available Techniques reference document 
under the Industrial Emissions Directive) 

− evaluation of the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive: assessing effectiveness as 
regards microplastics capture and removal  

 
ongoing 
 
ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
Q1 2018 onwards 
 
 
ongoing 

Harnessing global action 
Actions focusing on key regions: 

− project to reduce plastic waste and marine litter in East and South-East Asia to 
support sustainable consumption and production, the promotion of the waste 
hierarchy and extended producer responsibility, and improve recovery of fishing gear 

− examining options for specific action to reduce plastic pollution in the 
Mediterranean, in support of the implementation of the Barcelona Convention 

− cooperation on plastic waste prevention in major world river basins 

2018 onwards 

Actions in support of multilateral initiatives on plastic: 
− renewed engagement on plastics and marine litter in fora such as the UN, G7, G20, 

the MARPOL convention and regional sea conventions, including the development 
of practical tools and specific action on fishing and aquaculture. 

−  

2018 onwards 

Actions relating to bilateral cooperation with non-EU countries: 
− promote a circular plastics economy in non-EU countries through policy dialogues 

on trade, industry and environment, as well as economic diplomacy 
− use bilateral, regional and thematic funding in EU development, neighbourhood and 

enlargement policies to support the plastics strategy by preventing and appropriately 
managing waste and supporting the circular economy; through programmes and 
instruments including ‘Switch to Green’ and the External Investment Plan 

2018 onwards 
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List of measures recommended to national authorities and industry most relevant for marine 
litter 

Key measures to curb plastic waste and littering 
National and regional authorities are encouraged to: 
 raise awareness of littering and consider fines, where they do not exist already; promote beach clean-

up activities  
 step up waste collection, particularly near the coasts, and improve coordination between the 

authorities responsible for waste management, water and the marine environment 
 develop national monitoring of marine litter on the basis of harmonised EU methods  
 engage in regional seas conventions, in particular to develop regional plans against marine litter 
 
Industry is encouraged to: 
 pursue and implement cross-industry agreements to reduce the release of microplastics in the 

environment 
 put in place measures to avoid spillage of plastic pellets 
Key measures to harness global action 
National and regional authorities, including in  non-EU countries, are encouraged to: 
 engage in international fora to develop a global response to the increase in marine litter 
 take domestic action to reduce the leakage of plastics in the environment, prevent plastic waste and 

increase recycling 
Industry is encouraged to: 
 Play an active part in supporting an integrated, cross-border circular plastics economy, including 

through  the development of a global protocol for plastics 
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